



Background on the Pacific Northwest Grain Handlers Association 


and its labor contract with International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) 
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The Northwest has nine grain shipping 
terminals, two on Puget Sound (at Seattle and 
Tacoma) and seven at ports along the Columbia 
River (one in Longview, two in Kalama, one in 
Vancouver and three in Portland). 
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Northwest Grain Shippers 
TEMCO operates three Northwest grain 


. TEMCO - Portland 


Sn Caen Mince eee Longview. It opened officially earlier this year. 


Kalama Export Company operates at terminal 
at the Port of Kalama. 


1. LD Commodities — Seattle . . 

3. TEMCO _ Tacoma terminals — in Tacoma, Kalama and Portland. 
3. EGT (Export Grain Terminal) — Longview : bas] 
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5. TEMCO - Kalama terminals in Seattle and Portland. 

6. United Grain Corporation — Vancouver 

7. Columbia Grain - Portland EGT? operates a new grain terminal in 
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#) Members of Pacific Northwest Grain Handlers Association 





United Grain Corporation? operates a terminal 
at the Port of Vancouver. 


Columbia Grain‘ operates a terminal at the Port 
of Portland. 


Six of the nine Northwest grain shippers, in a consortium known as the Pacific Northwest Grain Handlers Association, operate under a single 
collective bargaining agreement with ILWU. The consortium’s current contract with the ILWU expires September 30. 


Terminals in Longview and Kalama have separate ILWU contracts. EGT’s Longview terminal opened earlier this year. EGT signed a contract 
with ILWU to settle a controversial and sometimes violent dispute over which union would provide labor to help operate EGT’s terminal. 
While longshoremen’s hourly compensation in the EGT contract is comparable to ILWU’s contract with the Grain Handlers Association, 
workplace rules in the EGT contract are much more advantageous to EGT than the rules the Grain Handlers Association terminals currently 
operate under. The ILWU’s contract with Kalama Export Company (KEC) also indudes advantageous workplace rules that don’t apply at Grain 
Handlers Association terminals. 


Members of the Grain Handlers Association are committed to bargaining in good faith with ILWU. Grain Handlers Association companies and 
their predecessors have employed ILWU members to help operate their terminals for more than 50 years. Leveling the playing field and 
avoiding extreme competitive disparities among Northwest grain shippers and ports is vital. 


More than a quarter of all U.S. grain exports® and nearly half of U.S. wheat exports® move through the Columbia River and Puget Sound 
grain terminals. 


The Northwest's proximity to Asian markets drives grain exports from the region. Top markets for wheat’ shipped from Northwest ports 
are Japan, The Philippines, Korea and Taiwan. Nearly all soybeans® shipped from the Northwest are headed to China, and major destinations 
for yellow corn’ shipped from the region are Korea, Japan and China. Middle East markets also are served by Pacific Northwest terminals. 


Exports are important for grain growers throughout the Northwest and Midwest. Any interruption in loading and dispatching ships would 
disrupt important Asia-Pacific markets for U.S. grain and risk overwhelming available storage facilities. 





11 Commodities (www.ldcommodities.com) is a vital player in the global food chain, is among the world’s top 3 suppliers of wheat and corn. 


2 EGT (www.egtgrain.com) is a joint venture between Bunge North America, the North American operating armof Bunge Limited; ITOCHU International Inc, a U.S. subsidiary of Japanese trading company TOCHU 
Corp.,and South Korea-based STX Pan Ocean, one of the top major bulkcarriers in the world. 


3 United Grain Corporation (www.ugcpnw.com),a subsidiary of Japan-based Mitsui Group, is headquartered in Vancouver, WA. 
4 Columbia Grain (www.columbiagrain.com) was formed in 1978 and is headquartered in Portland. 





5 US.Department of Agriculture, Federal Grain Inspection Service — http://www.ams.usda.gow/mnreports/wa_gr152.txt 
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